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! This is the key argument of R. d’Abadal i de VilsyaEls Primers Comtes CatalarBiografies
Catalanes: serie historica 1 (Barcelona 1958; 198@)ch is still the best introduction to the aea’
political history in this period, though see als®J Salrach i Mares, El Procés de Formacié Nadidea
Catalunya (segles VIII-IX)Llibres de I'Abast 136 & 137 (Barcelona 1978Nds, or more recently, M.
Zimmermann, En els origens de Catalunya: emandigadgitica, afirmacio culturgBarcelona 1989). In
English, see R. Collins, Early Medieval Spain: yrahd diversity, 400-1000New Studies in Medieval
History, 2nd edn. (Basingstoke 1995), pp. 250-263.

2 0On Bernard on the March see M. Aurell, “Poqvoipatenté des comtes de la marche hispanique (801-
911)” in R. Le Jan (ed.), La Royauté et les Elitlams I'Europe Carolingienne (début®iXiécle aux
environs de 920Villeneuve d’Ascq 1998), pp. 467-480 at pp. 4624For the succession of rebellions,
see R. d’Abadal i de Vinyals, “El domini carolingila marca hispanica (segles IX i X)” item Dels
Visigots als Catalan®d. J. Sobrequés i Callicé, Estudis i Documentk Xl & XIV (Barcelona 1969;
1974), 2 vols, | pp. 139-152 at pp. 143-146.

® Royalmissiare last documented being sent to the March in(8a4. Car. Il ap. VII) though royal orders
appear to have been issued (on request) in 90& alé¢ction of Bishop Guiu of Girona (VL XlII apX)
and in 986 for the regranting of the franchise afddna (Cardona 7).

4 On which see Abadal, Primers Comtep. 332-340.

® On Catalonia’s international connections see mostisely R. d’Abadal i de Vinyals, Com Catalunya

s’obri al mén mils anys enrer&pisodis de la Historia 3 (Barcelona 1960) otha dynastic sphere, M.
Aurell, Les Noces du Comte: mariage et pouvoir ataldgne (785-1213)Paris 1994), pp. 52-68.
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® See T.N. Bisson, “Unheroed Pasts: history and neemoration in South Frankland before the
Albigensian Crusade” iBpeculunVol. 65 (Cambridge 1990), pp. 281-308.

" For an idea of the state of printing, consult Reeiman & A. J. Kosto, Bibliography for the Histarfy
Medieval Cataloniaonline athttp://www.columbia.edu/~ajk44/catbjdast modified June 2001 as of 10th
May 2005.

8 p. Bonnassie, La Catalogne du Milieu duéXa Fin du X Siécle: croissance et mutations d’une société
(Toulouse 1975-1976), 2 vols.

° In 1987 Gaspar Feliu observed that if Bonnassigig remained standard in fifteen more years local
scholars would not have been working hard enoughHghiu i Montfort, “Societat i economia” in F.
Udina i Martorell (ed.),_Symposium Internacionalbs® els Origens de Catalunya (segles VIII-XI)
(Barcelona 1991-1992); also published as Memoréake ®Real Academia de Buenas Letras de Barcelona
Vols. 23 & 24 (Barcelona 1991 & 1992), | pp. 81-1465p. 115). It has however not been so easy to
outreach.
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19 A new general synthesis still lacks; seerttises au poindf Feliu, “Societat i econdmia”, J. M. Salrach,
“Entre l'estat antic i feudal. Mutacions socialglinamica politico-militar a I'occident carolingials
comtats catalans” in Udina, Symposium Internacidngp. 191-251 & J. M. Font i Rius, “La comunitat
local o veinal”,bid., pp. 491-576.

1 Cf. the rather longer timescale espoused by Jeefa Salrach, as in his Historia de Catalunya Yol.
El procés de feudalitzacié (segles IlI-X{Barcelona 1987) or “Entre I'estat antic i feudal”

12 «Terra de ning(” the phrase of Abadal, in his La Plana de Vic enS#gles VIII i IX (Barcelona
1948), repr. as “La reconquesta d’'una regi6 intedi® Catalunya: la plana de Vic (717-886)"idem
Dels Visigots als Catalanspp. 309-321. The equilibrium view expresse@®onnassie, Catalognépp.
316-319. Cf. M. Zimmermann, “La rble de la fronéiétans la formation de Catalogne (IX-X1iSiécle)”

in Las Sociedades de Frontera en la Espafia Medigradon en la Edad Media: sesiones de trabajo, Il
seminario de historia mediev@aragoza 1993), pp. 7-29.

'3 That what was going on was an extension of conatbler than a repopulation such as used to beisield
suggested by Bonnassie, Catalagnpp. 106-110, and surely confirmed by the corapee study of E.
Manzano Moreno, “Christian-Muslim Frontier in al-dalus: idea and reality” in D. Agius & R.
Hitchcock (edd.), Arab Influence upon Medieval EpgdReading 1994), pp. 83-96 at pp. 93-96.
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14 Abadal, to his credit given his contemporaneitthwihe anti-Catalan Francoist régime, stresses
throughout Primers Comtékat tenth-century Catalonia did not yet congtitatnation, and developed the
formulation “pre-Catalunya” for his period, e. d.a"institucié6 comtal carolingia en la pre-Catalui
segle I1X” in Anuario de Estudios Medievale®l. 1 (Barcelona 1964), pp. 29-75; repr.idem Dels
Visigots als Cataland pp. 181-226. Later generations of scholarsame cases spurred by celebrations
of the country’s supposed millennium, have not beercautious. We can find five notables of thedfiel
willing in 1999 to declare an aim “de provar documadment I'existéncia d’'un poble diferenciat i
conscient del que era ara fa mil anys”: J. M. RdRius, M. Mundé i Marcet, M. Riu i Riu, F. Udina i
Martorell & J. Vernet i Ginés, Procés d'independérde Catalunya (ss. VIII-XI). La fita del 988extos

i Documentos 5 (Barcelona 1999), p. 9. For a d@itigerspective see P. Freedman, “The Symbolic
Implications of the Events of 985-988" in Udina,n§yosium Internacional pp. 117-129 at pp. 117-122.

!5 Contrast L. Suarez Fernandez, “Ledn y Catalungsalplismos y divergencias” in Udina, Symposium
Internacional Il pp. 141-157, with F. Udina i Martorell, “Eldgat i la consciéncia romano-gotica. El nom
d’Hispania”,ibid., pp. 171-200.

'8 Frontiers: most obviously K. F. Werner, “Les pijpautés périphériques dans le monde franc duf VIII
siécle” in 1 Problemi dell'Occidente i Secolo VliEettimane di Studio del Centro Italiano di Stddi
Sull'alto MedioevoVol. 20 (1973), Pt. 2 pp. 483-514 & 525-538em “Missus - Marchio - Comes
entre I'administration centrale et 'administratitotale de I'empire carolingienne” in W. Paravicii

K. F. Werner (edd.), Histoire Comparée de I'Adntirdition (IV*-XV1II © Siécle): actes du XI¥collogue
historique franco-allemand, Tours, 27 mafsdvril, organisée... par I'Institut historique atlend de
Paris Beihefte der Francia 9 (Minchen 1980), pp. 199;2&pr. inidem Vom Frankenreich zur
Entfaltung Deutschlands und Frankreichs: Ursprur@teykturen, Beziehungen. Ausgewahlte Beitrage:
Festgabe zu seinem sechzigsten Geburtst&@maringen 1984), pp. 108-157. The ‘feudal
transformation’: see n. 52 below. Germanic law: tede la Concha y Martinez, La “Presura”. La
Ocupacion de Tierras en los primeros siglos dedeoRquistaPublicaciones del Instituto Nacional de
Estudios Juridicos Serie®3Monografias de Derecho Espariol 4 (Madrid 1946),799 and refs there, or
E. Muller-Mertens, Karl der Grosse, Ludwig der Froe und die Freien. Wer waren die Liberi Homines
der Karolingischen Kapitularien (742/743-832)? Bieitrag zur Sozialgeschichte und Sozialpolitik des
Frankenreicheg-orschungen zur Mittelalterlichen Geschichte Bér{in 1963).

" peasants: T. N. Bisson, Tormented Voices: powssiscand humanity in medieval Catalonia, 1140-
1200 (Cambridge MA 1998) & P. Freedman, The OrigindPehsant Servitude in Catalon@ambridge
Iberian and Latin American Studies (Cambridge 198&Jdalisation and institutionistem, The Diocese
of Vic: tradition and regeneration in medieval Jatéa (New Brunswick 1983); online at
http://libro.uca.edulvic/vic.htmlast modified 16th August 2000 as of 22nd NovemP@03, or A. J.
Kosto, Making Agreements in Medieval Catalonia: poworder and the written word, 1000-1200
Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and Thought8#nies 51 (Cambridge 2001).
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'8 Mostly the work of Roger Collins, listed in thebbography (for the section of his Early Medieval
Spaincovering Catalonia see n. 1 above).

9 W. Davies, Small Worlds: the village communitydarly medieval BrittanyLondon 1988); J. M. H.
Smith, Province and Empire: Brittany under the Gagians Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and
Thought &' Series 18 (Cambridge 1992); M. Innes, State andeSo the Middle Rhine Valley, 400-
100Q Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and Thougfft eries 47 (Cambridge 2000). On the
Continental work, see T. N. Bisson,d Terre et les Hommea programme fulfilled?” in_French History
Vol. 14 (Oxford 2000), pp. 323-345.

20 Barthélemy, in a sweeping attack on the scholprehihe feudal transformation, confined his rersark
on this book to one footnote suggesting that Catalds too unusual to be seriously considered (D.
Barthélemy, “La mutation féodale a-t-elle eu lie\ote critique)” in_Annales: Economies, Sociétés,
CivilisationsVol. 47 No. 3 (Paris 1992), pp. 767-777, at p. 737).
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2L All computer work has been done in Microsoft pargs, the listing files in Word, the spreadsheets in
Excel and the database in Access. This was nos@ aviintentional strategy.

22 Cf. S. Castellanos & I. Martin Viso, “The Local tibulation of Central Power in the North of the
Iberian Peninsula (500-1000)" in Early Medieval &weVol. 13 (Oxford 2005), pp. 1-41, whose authors
have similar goals to mine but a very different magh. If medieval power were a dialogue, as they
consider it ibid., p. 1), but conducted instead by telephone, tlieysaeking the telephone line and its
installers, while | am trying to hear the conveimatnd identify its participants.

2 All the Arabic texts referring to Catalonia areefidly summarised with extended quotations in D.
Bramon (ed./transl.), De quan erem o no musulmimsos del 713 al 1000. Continuacié de I'obra de
J. M. Millas i Vallicrosa(Vic 2000). Otherwise on the period of the Mustiomination see M. de Epalza,
“Descabdellament politic i militar dels musulmansteares catalanes (segles VIII-IX)" in Udina,
Symposium Internacional pp. 49-80.

24 F. Kurze (ed.)Annales regni Francorum inde ab a. 741 usque ad29, qui dicuntur Annales

Laurissenses maiores et EinhgriMonumenta Germaniae Historica (Scriptores Rerumn@aticum in
usum scholarum separatim edit) (Hannover 1895; 1950) [hereaftdRR, s. aa.777, 778, 797.
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%5 C. Batlle, “Els origens medieval i I'evolucié urizade la Seu d’Urgell” itJrgellia Vol. 2 (1979), pp.
151-152.

% K. Hampe (ed.)‘Einharti Epistolae” in E. Dimmler, K. Hampe & A. de Hirsch-Gereuth déd
Epistolae Karolini Aevlll, Monumenta Germaniae Historica (Epistolag)Berlin 1899; 1995), No. 12.

" The approximate date is given by extrapolatiomf@ precept to the Counts of the March in 812 (Cat.
Car. 1l Particulars Il), which orders them to respeccupations made by such persons thirty yedmsde

% See Cat. Car. Il app. Il & III.

29 Abadal, “Domini carolingi”, p. 140.

% ARF s. a801.

31 Abadal, “Domini carolingi”, pp. 140-143; Aurell.dées du Comtgp. 35-37.
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%2 R. d'Abadal i de Vinyals, “Els origens del comt Pallars-Ribagorca” & “Els comtes tolosans” in
Dels Visigots als Catalans pp. 241-254, or in more detaijem (ed.), Catalunya Carolingia Vol. IIl.
Pallars i Ribagorgaviemories de la seccié historico-arqueologica 1458(Barcelona 1955), 2 vols, Pt 1
pp. 12*-79* repr. as “Pallars y Ribagorca en liggos 1X y X", ed. J. M. Lacarra in Los Pirined. 43
(Zaragoza 1957), pp. 5-104.

% See Abadal's series of articles under the comnitin df “La Catalogne sous I'empire de Louis le
Pieux” in Etudes Roussillonnais&®ls 4 (1955) pp. 239-272, 5 (1956) pp. 31-50,-147 & 6 (1958)
pp. 67-75.

3 Cat. Car. Il Albanya I, Amer Il & I, Arles lll &IV, Banyoles I, Il & IV, Barcelona I, Cuixa I,
Girona Il & IV, Les Escaules Il, Sant Aniol d’Ageg |, Sant Clement de Reglella I, Sant Cugat del
Vallés I, Sant Julia del Munt |, Santa Grata o 8exdta Il, Sureda Il & 11, Urgell IV & ParticularsV-
XXVIII.

% Cat. Car. Il ap. VIII.
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% Abadal, “Domini carolingi”, pp. 143-146.

37 R. Collins, “Charles the Bald and Wifred the Haiiry J. L. Nelson & M. T. Gibson (edd.), Charlegth
Bald: Court and Kingdon?nd edn. (Aldershot 1990), pp. 169-188.

% See R. d’Abadal i de Vinyals, “La independéncia.divisi6 de Pallars i Ribagorca”, ed. J. Sobrequés
Callico in Abadal, Dels Visigots als Catalahgp. 255-260.

39 Aurell, “Pouvoir et parenté”.

“0 The dynasty’s loyalty to the Carolingians, everitiat family’s weaker phases, is notable: see Abada
“Domini carolingi” pp. 145-152.
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“! The dispute was that over Esclia of Urgell, on mtsee J. Morera Sabater, “Un conato de secesién
eclesiastica en la marca hispanica en el sigloim@nales del Instituto de Estudios Gerundensels 15
(Girona 1962), pp. 293-315, & R.-H. Bautier, “Laét@ndue dissidence de I'épiscopat catalan et be fau
concile de «Portus» de 887-890” in Bulletin Phifptpue et Historique (jusqu’a 1610) du Comité des
Travaux Historigues et Scientifiqué961 (Paris 1963), pp. 477-498.

42 «Christo regnante, rege expectahtsee for example Condal 100 & 102, Urgell 32 & ®4Vic 143,
154 or 533.

43 Condal 206, 207 or 221, or Vic 604.

4 On this see Abadal, Primers Comtep. 313-321; the Arabic references are given niolly in
Bramon, De quan erem 0 no musulmans 310-324.
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4 E. g Condal 214, 219 & 232; in discussion of 21dina gives references to every text that refeti¢o
sack, El Archivo Condal de Barcelona en los Sidl¥sX: estudio critico de sus fondpSextos
18/Publicaciones de le Seccion de Barcelona 15 (ld®51), p. 406. See also M. Zimmermann, “La
prise de Barcelone par Al-Mansdr et la naissancEh@storiographie catalane” in L'Historiographia e
Occident du Ve au XVe siecle. Actes du Congrés aleSbciété des Historiens Médiévistes de
I'Enseignement Supérieur. Tours, 10-12 juin 1%@nales de Bretagne et des Pays de I'O\est 87
(Rennes 1980), pp. 191-218, at pp. 191-201. Aradferences are collected by Bramon, De quan erem o
no musulmanspp. 333-338.

6 W. F. Weigle (ed.), Die Briefsammlung Gerberts \Reims Monumenta Germaniae HistoricDie
deutschen Geschichtsquellen des Mittelalters 5@D1die Briefe der deutschen Kaiserzeit) Il (Berlin
1966), No. 70; translation taken from H. P. Latfiransl.), The Letters of Gerbert with his Papal
Privileges as Sylvester Il, translated with anddtiction Records of Civilisation: sources and studies 60
(New York 1961), No. 77.

*" H. Hoffmann (ed.) Richer von Saint-Rerhlistoriae, Monumenta Germaniae Historica (Scriptores)
XXXVIII (Hannover 2000), 1V.12.

8 Cat. Car. Il ap. XIl, also printed as Weigle, Bs@mmlungNo. 112 & transl. as Lattin, Letterblo.
120, though the translation here is mine.
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49 Abadal, Primers Comtepp. 327-340.

*0 Classically P. Bofarull y Mascar6, Los Condes @edglona Vindicados, y Cronologia y Genealogia de
los Reyes de Esparfia considerados como Soberiasheseimdientes de su Marca. Tomo |: abraza los siete
primeros, desde el afio 874 al 1qBarcelona 1836; 1990).

*1 Such claims in Barca 160 & 168, Condal 159 & Vi fhe first three discussed in Chapter 4 at pp.
211-214.

%2 After Bonnassie, Catalognene may engage the wider debate starting with Pely & E. Bournazel,
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La Mutation Féodale: %XII°® siécles(Paris 1980, 1992), 1st edn. transl. C. HiggitTae Feudal
TransformationNew York 1991); cf. Barthélemy, “La mutation fead a-t-elle eu lieu?”, with a response
by Poly & Bournazel, “Que faut-il préférer au «mtigaisme»?” in_Revue historigue de droit francdis e
étrangeVol. 72 No. 3 (Paris 1994), pp. 401-412; see Aakto, Making Agreementpp. 7-15 for fuller
references. In English approaches to the debate heen exemplified in a debate in Past and Pretbent
relevant articles being: T. N. Bisson, “The Feu&avolution” in Past and PreseNb. 142 (Oxford
1994), pp. 6-42; D. Barthélemy, “Comment 1” & S.\White, “Comment 2” in Past and Pres&iu. 152
(1996), pp. 196-223 & T. Reuter, “Comment 3", C.ckfiam, “Comment 4” & T. N. Bisson, “Reply” in
Past and PreseNo. 155 (1997), pp. 177-225.

%3 pers. comm. by e-mail, 14th December 2001.
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% Cf. J. A. Bowman, Shifting Landmarks: Propertyp® and Dispute in Catalonia around the Year
1000 Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medid®ast (Ithaca 2004), pp. 11-12.







