
Ian Jackson  <ijackson@chiark.greenend.org.uk>

for Debian’s downstreams
More practical software freedom

GNU Hackers’ Meeting 2016
Rennes



Freedom 

Justice and ethics

by Amartya Sen
[ The Idea of Justice

and of course many others’ writings ]

Practical capacity* of actual people

* capacity ~ ability to do whatever

A brief philosophical digression



hardware

skills

legal rights

source code FSF 4 freedoms

Education

DFSG
GPL enforcement − SF Conservancy

Outreach programmes

Wider social justice campaigns

Libre phone projects
Anti−DRM campaigns
Open Hardware

stability

understanding of the program

of its source etc.
Upstream author approach is critical

tools as capable as
upstream’s
even when used

by a downstream

Free Software Needs Free Tools
− Benjamin Mako Hill

Distributed VCS
Distro tooling apt−getdgit

Ingredients of software freedom



Working
tree

Repo

Archive

version control

Debian archive
vs

Problem

vcs branch

d???

dupload / dput

clone / checkout

No tracking of
file changes

No automatic

apt−get source

commit / push

merge

DD/DM only
others must share files ad−hoc

(tarballs in email!)
or wrestle apt archive tools
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